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Right-Wing Radio -TV Probed 


■By Drew Pearson 

Sen. Gale McGee of Wyo- 
ming is a mild-mannered fa- 
ther of five children who has 
taught school most of his life, 
but who haswr-’v**'- ■*'*'- — 


■ 



now taken on 
one of the 
rough e s t as- : ^ 

signments on Ik&fc 
Caipltol Hill. 

He is investi- li'„ , 
gating right- 
wing radio-TV 
broadcasts. 

This mayu 

sound like a 8 ™*- » 

duck - soup as- Pearson 

signment. Real fact, however, 
is that programs of the ex- 
treme right, including those of 
certain Texas oil men, the fun- 
damentalist preachers and the 
hate -peddlers, are now car- 
ried on more than 4000 radio 
and TV stations. 

And a good! many of them 
will turn their blasts against 
the Senator who investigates 
them. Advisers have warned 
the former schoolteacher from 
Wyoming that the whole ap- 
paratus will turn on him with 
a fury that only professional 
haters can. generate. 

However, McGee recalls that 
the same advisers urged him 
to ignore the John Birch So- 
ciety back in the 1950s when 
its propaganda budget was 
only a few thousand dollars 
a year. Today its annual pay-j 
roll and printing bill is $8 mil- 1 


Hon, and It has an Influence 
which is haird to evaluate. 


Rollcall of Haters 

Regardles* of the conse- 
quences, however, here are 
some of the facts McGee in- 
tends to bring out at Senate 
hearings later this month: 

JH. L. Hunt, the Texan bil- 
lionaire who called the Bay 
of Pigs invasion by Cuban 
freedom fighters “just one 
Communist government trying 
to overthrow another,” broad- 
casts a program called “Life 
Line.” It Started in 1958 on 
35 stations, now Is heard daily 
on 377 stations In 46 states, 
the District of Columbia and 
Mexico. { 

Howard Kershner, who be- 
lieves America’s Protestant 
churches have been infiltrat- 
ed mbre than any other group 
with Communists, has jumped 
from 39 stations in 1962 to a 
network today of 362 stations 
in 47 states. j 

Clarence Manion, an out- 
spoken member of the John 
Birch Society’s policy-making 
executive committee, has in- 
creased his Manion Forum 
broadcasts from 27 stations in 
1954 to 275 radio stations and 
44 television stations in 44 
states and the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

The Rev. Billy James Har- 
gis, who contends that “the 
| majority of American news-! 

I papers are actively promoting 
the Communist line," start- 


ed his Christian Crusade pro- 
gram on three radio stations 
in the 1950s. It is now carried 
[five days a week on 235 star 
tions in 37 states, Canada and 
Mexico. 

Kent Courtney, who is try- 
ing to unite all the radicals 
of the right in one great hate 
organization, is now carried 
weekly on 32 stations In 16 
states. 

Dan Smoot, the former ra- 
dio commentator for l H. L. 
Hunt’s j“Life Line,” now has 
Ms own “Dan Smoot Report” 
and broadcasts on 89 radio 
[stations and 52 television sta- 
tions to 31 states. Smoot once 
■said that “liberalism and com- 
munism are essentially the 
same.” 

The Rev. Carl Mclntire, de- 
frocked Presbyterian minis- 
ter, who called the Catholic 
Church “the Harlot Church,” 
now broadcasts his “20th Cen- 
tury Reformation Hour” five 
days a week on 618 radio sta- 
tions to 47 states, the District 
of Columbia and Canada. 

Note-|Latest move is a right- 
wing attempt to take over one 
of the Nation’s great nadio-TV 
networks, the Columbia Broad- 
casting System. David W. Dye 
of Lubbock, Tex., has been 
quietly urging wealthy right- 
wingers to buy up stock to 
CBS to order to get controlj 
.Brainwashing 
Son McGee says the din 
from -V" r right has reached 


ft k 


a point where it amounts to 
“brainwashing.”^ ; 

“Under such constant bom- 
bardment,” he told this col- 
umn, “even the fairest of 
minds becomes dulled!. In the 
[vernacular of Hitler, a lie re- 
peated often enough becomes 
a ‘truth’ to those who hear 
nothing else. 

“I am convinced that the 
American people are well 
aware of the menace of com- 
[munism,” he said. “But the 
far-right harping, when it goes 
[unabated and undefeated, could 
well cause an over-reaction 
that allows infiltration and ex- 
ploitation by zealous neo-Nazis, 
just -as to the past an over- 
reaction to the threat of naz- 
ism allowed infiltration by the 
Communists. 

“We must be alert to both 
extremes. But we cannot re- 
main alert if people sit idly by 
during a barrage of extremist 
propaganda.” 

He suggested that it is time 
for the reasonable and re- 
sponsible people who remain 
silent, to stand up and speak 
up. They owe it to their coun- 
try, he urged, to counter the 
barrage from the right. This 
should be done, he said, by 
service groups, luncheon clubs, 
student organizations, P - TA 
groups, professional societies, 
retired people and house- 
wives. 
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